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SLATE LITE: ~—
A HAPPY ACCIDENT

German quality assurance paired with the raw beauty of natural slate

SLATE LITE represents over - - ~ _ [ SUPPLIER PROFILE ]
teé..n- years of field research into

rocesses of extraction, adhesion an
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application but the material itself

. came about by chance.

: SLATE LITE"

REAL STONE VENEER

In 1970, Gernot Ehrlich left Germany for South Africa to take up an
appointment as lecturer of architecture at the University of Natal,
Durban. He brought with him a spirit of adventure and a keen eye for
the entrepreneurial. As a side project he began distributing charcoal
to the German DIY market. Operations were quickly up-scaled with
the addition of slate to his portfolio. In less than ten years the young
academic would be responsible for supplying over 80% of the
world’s slate tabletops. Five years later he would revolutionise slate
delivery through the innovation of Slate Lite.

Slate Lite is a flexible stone veneer suited to both indoor and outdoor
environments. At a thickness of just 1.5 — 2 millimetres, it retains

the natural beauty and material advantages of slate whilst enjoying
simple fabrication and versatile application. With its authentic stone
look and feel, it offers an alternative to slate that is both eco-friendly
and cost-effective.

Slate Lite represents over fifteen years of field research into
processes of extraction, adhesion and application but the material
itself came about by chance. In the process of repairing a damaged
slate tabletop, Ehrlich discovered that the carrier retained a thin
veneer of slate when peeled away from the original slate tiles. It
presented the same aesthetic effect as thick slate slabs without the
difficulties associated with the heavy, raw material.
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Ehrlich recognised the potential of such a lightweight stone veneer. When the vogue for slate tables
waned, he diversified. Moving to America, he utilised the material that was to become Slate Lite

in the production of large slate fountains for the gift item industry. Impressed with the material’s

performance, in 2002 Ehrlich formed R&D GmbH, dedicated to launching Slate Lite across the

global design and construction markets.
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SLATE

ADHESIVE

Like slate, Slate Lite's high-wear resistance and chemical composition make it
ideal for commercial and residential environments. It exhibits slate’s textured
FIBERGLASS personality and unigue colour gradations, as well as sharing its thermal stability
and chemical inertness, its capacity to be fire and waterproof and an effective
electrical insulation.

BACKGROUND - Slate's layered sheet-like structure lends itself to horizontal extraction. An

adhesive and a carrier mat are adhered to the metamorphic slab then
peeled away. Through this process of “pulling’ a

micro-thin layer of stone is
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Slate Lite in Negro

HLEEN G G e e e s s ——- T
e "ﬂ"ﬂ'f'%EE;E==;F=:i£§§diJ

= b . e — T R

55




